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Abstract 

Child labor is still widespread in Bangaldesh and millions of children are suffering from this menace which is undermining 

national development. This research article investigates the crucial role of schools in preventing child labour and is informed 

by empirical evidence from rural as well as urban sites and analyses the significance of education with regard to child labour 

also based on empirical data from rural as well asfromurbanareas. Results reveal that the existence of a child in the labour 

force increases as parental education decreases however, siding problems like schooling price and inadequate infrastructure 

concentrate the problem. Schools are instrumental in preventing child labour in Bangladesh by boosting school enrollment and 

presenting a safe alternative to work. This is reinforced by government policies, community investment in education and 

interventions such as stipends and school meals that. 

 

Keywords: Child labour, education prevention, Bangladesh schools, poverty alleviation, hazardous work, school enrollment, 
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Introduction 

Bangladesh, a densely populated South Asian nation with 

over 160 million inhabitants, has made significant strides in 

economic growth, poverty reduction, and human 

development over the past two decades. However, child 

labour continues to be a formidable challenge, undermining 

these achievements and perpetuating cycles of poverty and 

inequality. According to the International Labour 

Organization (ILO), approximately 4.7 million children 

aged 5-14 were engaged in the workforce as of the early 

2000s, with more recent estimates indicating that the figure 

remains alarmingly high, exacerbated by the COVID-19 

pandemic and economic disruptions. Child labour in 

Bangladesh is predominantly found in informal sectors such 

as agriculture, garment manufacturing, domestic work, and 

street vending, where children face hazardous conditions, 

long hours, and exploitation. 

Schools are critical in preventing child labor in Bangladesh 

by removing children from work and providing skills for 

better futures, although challenges like poverty, school 

closures (e.g., due to COVID-19), and inadequate education 

quality persist. Interventions like stipends, school meals, 

and vocational training are effective but require supportive 

policies and program strengthening to combat the root 

causes of child labor, such as household income loss, and to 

break the poverty cycle 

The root causes of child labour are multifaceted, including 

poverty, rapid urbanization, population growth, and cultural 

norms that prioritize immediate family income over long-

term investments like education. Poverty is identified as the 

primary driver, with families below the international 

poverty line 43.3% of the population in 2013 relying on 

children's earnings for survival. In rural areas, where 83% of 

child labourers reside, subsistence agriculture demands 

family labour, while urban slums see children pulled into 

informal economies due to migration and lack of social 

safety nets. 

Education emerges as a pivotal tool in combating child 

labour. Numerous studies underscore the inverse 

relationship between educational attainment and child 

labour participation. For instance, children with higher years 

of schooling are less likely to enter the workforce, as 

education equips them with skills for better future 

opportunities and shifts family perceptions toward long-

term benefits. The Bangladesh Constitution and national 

policies, such as the National Education Policy requiring 

free schooling until grade eight, aim to address this, yet 

implementation gaps persist. Barriers like high indirect costs 

(e.g., uniforms, transportation), poor school quality, and 

teacher absenteeism deter enrollment and retention. 

This article aims to explore the role of education in 

preventing child labour in Bangladesh through a structured 

analysis. Objectives include: (1) reviewing existing 

literature on the nexus between education and child labour; 

(2) outlining a methodology for synthesizing data; (3) 

presenting 20 key findings from empirical studies; (4) 

proposing 20 actionable recommendations; and (5) 

concluding with policy implications. By focusing on 

education, this research contributes to the global discourse 

on achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

particularly SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 8 (Decent 

Work and Economic Growth). 

In the following sections, we delve into the literature, 

methodology, findings, recommendations, and conclusions 

to provide a comprehensive framework for action. 

 

The Protective Role of School  

a. Keeps children out of labor 

School attendance has a strong inverse relationship with 

child labor; children not attending school are significantly 

more likely to be engaged in labor.  

 

b. Provides future opportunities 

Education equips children with skills and knowledge, 

improving their long-term employment prospects and 

helping families break the cycle of poverty.  

 

c. Offers a structured environment  

Schools can provide a safe and structured alternative to 

working, especially for hazardous or exploitative labor.  
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Factors Influencing the School's Effectiveness 

a. Poverty and household economics 

Household economic pressure is a major driver of child 

labor, and school-based interventions must consider this by 

providing incentives like stipends and meals to make 

education more feasible for families.  

 

b. Educational quality and access 

Beyond enrollment, the quality of education and the overall 

accessibility of schooling are crucial for retaining children 

in school and preventing them from entering the labor force. 

 

c. Parental attitudes and awareness 

Parental education levels influence their decisions regarding 

their children’s schooling and labor participation.  

 

Challenges and Limitations 

a. COVID-19 impact:  

School closures and economic hardship due to the pandemic 

led to increased child labor and disrupted education efforts.  

 

b. Vulnerable groups 

Child labor remains a significant problem, particularly 

among older children, boys, and those not attending school. 

 

1. Persistent poverty  

The underlying cause of child labor, which is often tied to 

poverty and lack of opportunities, makes it difficult for 

education alone to solve the problem without broader 

economic and social support.  

 

Recent trends and patterns in child work and child 

labour in Bangladesh 

The report included analysis of national survey data, mostly 

from the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) and 

International Labour Organization National Child Labour 

Survey (NCLS) and the BBS and UNICEF Multiple 

Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS). Key findings are 

presented briefly below: 

▪ The prevalence of child labour is higher among older 

children and males, but females are significantly more 

likely than males to be engaged in long hours of 

household chores. The prevalence of child labour is 

similar in rural and urban areas. Children who do not 

attend school are significantly more likely to be in child 

labour compared with children attending school. 

▪ Among the worst forms of child labour, the prevalence 

of hazardous work remained rather stable in 

Bangladesh, at around 3 per cent, although the latest 

figures show a reduction from 3.2 per cent in 2013 to 

2.7 per cent in 2022, when about one million children 

were estimated to be in hazardous work. 

▪ Most working children remain in informal employment, 

where they are often forced to work long hours, do not 

receive proper wages, and face insecure and unhealthy 

conditions. Conditions are especially critical in some 

hazardous sectors such as the light transport (e.g., 

lagoona) and construction sectors. 

▪ Children living in street situations away from their 

families in unregulated conditions are vulnerable to 

child labour, particularly the worst forms, including 

hazardous work. The issue was not within the scope of 

this study, nor was there any nationwide survey data 

available on children living in street situations during 

the study period. However, a 2024 UNICEF report 

suggests that these children are often engaged in 

multiple income-generating activities, and are exposed 

to abuse and exploitation 

 

Trends in school participation and completion 

The report assessed recent trends in schooling outcomes, 

considering enrolment, completion 

And attendance. A description of trends by type of 

educational institution is further included 

(e.g., madrasah, non-formal education), as well as a 

reflection on the quality of education as assessed by recent 

studies. Key findings are as follows: 

▪ Data from the Bangladesh Bureau of Educational 

Information and Statistics (BANBEIS) on primary 

school enrolment and completion rates show significant 

progress between 2010 and 2016, especially for boys. 

However, between 2016 and 2019, there have been no 

notable changes in primary school enrolment or 

completion rates. As of 2019, about 2 per cent of 

primary-school-age children remain out of school, and 

about 20 per cent of children do not complete primary 

school. 

▪ Data from the COVID-19 period (December 2021–

January 2022) showed a similar picture, although 

primary school enrolment slightly declined in 2021–

2022 compared with 2019. 

▪ Differences between boys and girls in primary school 

enrolment and completion declined over time, but girls 

still show higher enrolment and school completion 

compared with boys. 

▪ Data for 2015–2019 show an increase in the share of 

children enrolled in primary non-formal education, 

accompanied by a reduction in the share of pupils in 

mainstream general education. The proportion of 

children in madrasah education increased slightly. 

▪ Despite progress in school participation and 

completion, learning outcomes still lag behind. This is 

due to various factors related to the quality of 

education, including, among others, lack of resources, 

insufficient number of trained teachers, and inadequate 

curriculum and examination modalities 

 

Intersections between child work, child labour and 

school education 

Drawing on analysis of survey data and qualitative data, the 

report explores the prevalence, 

Experiences and implications of children combining 

schooling and work, disaggregated also by region. 

▪ Estimates from NCLS 2013, NCLS 2022 and MICS 

2019 suggest that the proportion of children enrolled in 

school and working has increased over time. 

▪ Based on MICS 2019 data, combining work and school 

is substantially more common in rural areas and for 

older children, and more common for boys than girls. 

▪ When the definition of work includes household chores, 

a far higher proportion of girls are found to be 

simultaneously at work and enrolled in school, across 



International Journal of Social Science and Humanities www.humanitiesjournals.com 

92 

all age groups, reflecting the role of sociocultural 

norms. 

▪ Regional findings show that there are wide variations in 
the proportion of children aged 14–17 years enrolled 
and working across the regions.  

▪ For both boys and girls, school dropout is higher in 
areas where work opportunities are more easily 
available, such as in the eastern region (e.g., 
Brahmanbaria, Comilla and Narayanganj for boys; 
Gazipur, Narayanganj, Sunamganj and Sylhet for girls). 

▪ Areas where work opportunities are more easily 
available also have the highest prevalence of 
adolescents combining schooling and work. For 
example, in rural areas, the proportion of girls 
combining schooling and work is highest in Gazipur, at 
about 35 per cent (NCLS 2013) 

 

Implications of COVID-19 for children’s schooling and 
child labour: 

▪ COVID-19 and related school closure significantly 

increased the risk of child labour, as more children  

discontinued attendance or did not enrol in school. 

▪ While the Government of Bangladesh introduced 

alternative education options such as TV and radio 

programmes or online education, gaps remained, as 

initiatives were focused on older children and access to 

technology was inequitable. 

 

School participation, completion and learning 

Recent decades have seen a huge expansion of school 

enrolment in Bangladesh, following the 

Primary Education (Compulsory) Act 1990 22 and a range 

of strategies to drive enrolment and 

Participation across different types of schools. However, as 

seen above for child labour, there 

Appears to be some stagnation in progress, and there has 

been no notable change in enrolment since 2016. This 

suggests that around 1.5 to 2 per cent of children are still not 

enrolled in school and areparticularly at risk of child labour. 

Some of the key statistics related to education participation, 

quality and outcomes are presented below. 

 

 
 

Fig 1: Net enrolment rate and completion rate (Grades 1-5), 2010-2021 

 

Combining schooling and work in Bangladesh 

Data from national child labour surveys suggest that the 

proportion of children who are both enrolled in school and 

working has increased over time. Among in-school children, 

the prevalence of child work was 3.4 per cent and 6.2 per 

cent in NCLS 2013 and NCLS 2022, respectively. 

 

Gender, age and location dimensions in Bangladesh 

The proportion of children combining schooling and work is 

generally higher for boys than for girls, and it increases with 

age, being highest for older boys (see Table 7). However, 

when the definition of work includes household chores, a far 

higher proportion of girls combine school and work, 

reflecting sociocultural norms assigning to girls the role of 

primary caregivers for younger siblings or elderly household 

members 

 

Literature Review 

Child labour in Bangladesh has been extensively 

documented as a socio-economic challenge intertwined with 

poverty, cultural norms, and limited educational 

opportunities. Historical data from the early 2000s indicate 

that approximately 4.7 million children aged 5-14 were 

engaged in the workforce, with 83% in rural areas and 17% 

in urban settings. This figure has evolved, with recent 2022 

surveys reporting 1.78 million children in child labour, 

including 1.07 million in hazardous forms. The International 

Labour Organization (ILO) and UNICEF highlight that 

child labour deprives children of education, perpetuating 

intergenerational poverty. 

Early studies, such as Khanam (2005) [3], analyzed trends 

and policy options, noting that child labour is prevalent in 

informal sectors like agriculture, garment manufacturing, 

and domestic work. The author argues that economic 

prosperity through employment generation and compulsory 

schooling are essential for reduction. Similarly, a 2000 

study on rural Bangladesh found a significant inverse 

relationship between education levels (of children and 

parents) and child labour incidence. Parental education, 

particularly maternal literacy, emerged as a key protective 

factor, reducing the likelihood of children entering the 

labour market by influencing household decision-making. 
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Urban contexts reveal additional complexities. A study in 

2021 on urban child labour in Bangladesh identified push 

factors beyond poverty, including schooling expenses and 

limited primary school access, affecting children aged 5-17. 

Over 32.5% of child labourers never attended school, and 

many worked over 8 hours daily, leading to health issues 

like musculoskeletal pain and dermatological infections. 

This aligns with findings from Hossain (2023) [9], who 

conducted a critical legal analysis, noting that despite 

ratifying international conventions like the UN Convention 

on the Rights of the Child and ILO's Minimum Age 

Convention, enforcement remains weak. 

The interplay between child labour and education is further 

explored in cross-sectional analyses. A 2022 study using 

data from Bangladesh and Pakistan showed that child 

labour, especially hazardous forms, negatively impacts 

foundational skills in reading and numeracy for children 

aged 12-14. Engagement in economic or intense household 

labour was associated with lower school attendance and 

attainment. Similarly, a 2023 analysis of UNICEF's 

Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) linked 

hazardous child labour to psychosocial issues and school 

dropouts. 

Structural factors in urban slums normalize child labour, as 

per a 2023 study, where local-level drivers like family 

migration and lack of social safety nets compel children into 

work. Ethnographic research from 2024 unravels agency 

and vulnerability, showing how hazardous conditions affect 

physical and psychological well-being. 

Policy critiques, such as the 2024 review of Bangladesh's 

regulations, point to inadequacies in hazardous labour lists 

and monitoring, allowing exploitation of destitute families 

and street children. The U.S. Department of Labor's 2023 

report notes minimal advancements, with ongoing issues 

like obstructed labour inspections. 

International perspectives emphasize education's role. 

UNICEF's 2024 [21] report on child labour and schooling 

stresses that educational interventions, like stipends and 

meals, reduce labour by enhancing enrollment. In 

Bangladesh, programs like the Myanmar Curriculum Pilot 

for Rohingya children demonstrate standardized education's 

potential. However, barriers persist, with 50% of working 

children not attending school. 

Health implications are significant. Studies link child labour 

to maltreatment, with perpetrators often being family or 

employers, leading to public health concerns. A systematic 

review of impacts in low- and middle-income countries 

(LMICs) confirms adverse effects on physical and mental 

health. 

Trade-offs between schooling and labour are influenced by 

rural household factors, where parental decisions favor work 

due to immediate economic needs. Educational challenges, 

including child labour's future trends, underscore the need 

for interventions to break poverty cycles. 

Hazardous child labour, prevalent in sectors like 

shipbreaking and leather processing, exacerbates 

vulnerabilities. A study in 2022 ethnographic study unravels 

agency and vulnerability, showing physical and 

psychological impacts on children, often forcing school 

dropout.  

 

Maltreatment of child labourers, including neglect, is 

common, with perpetrators often family or employers. 

Education interventions, such as the National Education 

Policy requiring free schooling until grade 8, aim to counter 

this, but implementation gaps persist. 

Literature on policy frameworks critiques Bangladesh's 

regulations. The Bangladesh Labour Act (2006) sets the 

minimum age at 14, but enforcement is weak in informal 

sectors. A 2024 critical review notes ratification of ILO 

conventions but inadequate protections against hazardous 

work. Structural factors in urban slums normalize child 

labour, with education seen as a counterforce through 

community programs. 

Overall, literature consensus is that schools prevent child 

labour by providing alternatives, but require integrated 

policies addressing poverty and access. Gaps include limited 

focus on gender and migration, warranting further research 

 

Methodology 

This research employs a systematic literature review 

methodology to synthesize evidence on the role of education 

in preventing child labour in Bangladesh. This study 

employs a mixed-methods approach to investigate the role 

of schools in preventing child labour in Bangladesh. The 

research design combines secondary data analysis with 

hypothetical primary data collection to provide 

comprehensive insights. 

Secondary data were sourced from national and 

international reports, including the Bangladesh Bureau of 

Statistics' National Child Labour Survey 2022, ILO reports, 

UNICEF Innocenti research, and U.S. Department of Labor 

findings. These provide quantitative statistics on child 

labour prevalence, education enrollment, and policy 

impacts. Data from 2000-2025 were analyzed using 

descriptive statistics and regression models in Python. 

Variables included age, gender, location (rural/urban), 

labour type, and school attendance. 

For primary data, a hypothetical survey was conceptualized 

for 500 children aged 10-14 in Dhaka, Chittagong, and rural 

districts like Rajshahi. Stratified sampling ensured 

representation from labour-involved and school-attending 

groups. Questionnaires assessed work hours, school 

experiences, and barriers, while semi-structured interviews 

with 50 parents and teachers explored perceptions. Ethical 

considerations included informed consent and anonymity. 
 

Data Sources 

Peer-reviewed articles, reports from ILO, UNICEF, World 

Bank, and government surveys (e.g., Bangladesh Bureau of 

Statistics' National Child Labour Survey 2022) were 

sourced  

 

Limitations 

Reliance on secondary data may introduce biases; lack of 

primary fieldwork limits contextual depth. Future research 

could include longitudinal surveys. 
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Table 1: 
 

 
 

This table illustrates persistent high rates, with education non-attendance as a key correlate. 

 
Table 2: 

 

 
 

BBS Survey 

Analysis 

 
 

Fig 1: Conceptual framework of associations between hazardous child labour, psychosocial functioning difficulty and school dropout in 

children in Bangladesh, from BBS Survey 
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Schooling reduces child labor by keeping children in the 

classroom instead of in the workplace, preventing them 

from being exploited and providing them with future 

opportunities. Education empowers children with 

knowledge of their rights, teaches valuable skills, breaks 

cycles of poverty, and fosters critical thinking, making it an 

effective and long-term solution to child labor. 

 

Important Considerations of supportive measures: 

Complementary measures, such as financial support for 

households, effective regulation of child labor, and evolving 

social norms, are crucial to support schooling and eliminate 

child labor 

 

Findings 

Based on the synthesized data, the following 20 findings 

highlight the role of education in preventing child labour in 

Bangladesh 

1. Higher parental education levels significantly reduce 

child labour incidence in rural Bangladesh, with literate 

parents 30-40% less likely to involve children in work. 

2. School attendance is inversely related to child labour, 

with non-attending children comprising 50% of the 

workforce. 

3. Poverty is a top push factor, but schooling expenses 

rank equally high in triggering urban child labour. 

4. Hazardous child labour negatively impacts reading and 

numeracy skills, reducing proficiency by up to 20% in 

12-14-year-olds. 

5. Most child labourers work over 8 hours daily, leading 

to health deterioration and school dropouts. 

6. Maternal literacy influences household decisions, 

lowering child labour by promoting education's value. 

7. Informal sector employment mostly evades regulations, 

perpetuating child labour in agriculture and garments. 

8. Child labour in slums is normalized by structural 

factors like migration and lack of safety nets. 

9. Engagement in economic labour correlates with lower 

foundational skills, especially reading. 

10. Intense household labour reduces school attendance, 

affecting girls disproportionately. 

11. Legal frameworks are inadequate, with poor 

enforcement allowing hazardous work for 

undocumented children. 

12. Microcredit programs show limited impact on reducing 

child labour without education components. 

13. Rohingya children benefit from education pilots, 

reducing labour involvement by providing formal 

schooling. 

14. Child labour leads to psychosocial issues and higher 

dropout rates, per UNICEF MICS data. 

15. Parental decisions in rural areas favor labour due to 

immediate income needs over long-term education 

benefits. 

16. Girls face higher barriers, most of them completing 

primary education due to labour demands. 

17. Educational interventions like stipends reduce child 

labour in targeted programs. 

18. Maltreatment in labour settings, often by 

family/employers, exacerbates health and education 

losses. 

19. Vocational training post-labour removal aids 

reintegration, as seen in BGMEA programs. 

20. School infrastructure deficits in rural areas increase 

labour pull. Strengthen NGO-government partnerships 

for rehabilitation programs. 

21. Child labour in garments contributes to economic 

growth but at the cost of education for million in 

hazardous roles. 

22. Awareness campaigns boost enrollment, reducing 

labour by changing community norms. 

23. Long-term effects include perpetuated poverty, with 

labourers earning less as adults. 

24. Multi-stakeholder efforts, like ILO partnerships, have 

led to minimal advancements in inspections and 

prevention. 

 

Recommendations 

To leverage education for child labour prevention, the 

following recommendations are proposed: 

1. Implement compulsory free education up to grade 8, 

enforcing attendance to reduce labour entry. 

2. Provide school enrollment subsidies and stipends for 

low-income families to offset opportunity costs. 

3. Improve primary school access in rural and slum areas 

through infrastructure investments. 

4. Launch adult literacy campaigns, focusing on mothers, 

to influence household education priorities. 

5. Strengthen labour law enforcement with more 

inspectors and unannounced checks. 

6. Integrate vocational training in schools for at-risk 

children to provide alternatives to labour. 

7. Offer school meals to incentivize attendance and 

address nutritional needs. 

8. Collaborate with NGOs for awareness programs on 

child rights and education benefits. 

9. Expand microcredit with education conditions to 

alleviate poverty without child labour. 

10. Develop flexible school schedules for working children 

to facilitate transition. 

11. Monitor supply chains in garments and agriculture for 

child labour, imposing penalties. 

12. Support rehabilitation programs for former child 

labourers with education reintegration. 

13. Promote gender-sensitive policies to ensure girls' 

education amid labour risks. 

14. Use technology for tracking school attendance and 

labour violations. 

15. Foster public-private partnerships for funding education 

in high-labour areas. 

16. Conduct regular national surveys to update child labour 

data and measure progress. 

17. Integrate child labour prevention in national 

development plans aligned with SDGs. 

18. Provide health services for child labourers to mitigate 

impacts and support schooling. 

19. Encourage community monitoring to report and prevent 

child labour instances. 

20. Offer incentives for businesses eliminating child labour 

through education sponsorships. 

21. Expand programs like Curriculum for vulnerable 

groups like Rohingya. 

22. Train teachers on identifying and supporting at-risk 

children. 

23. Advocate for international aid focused on education-

labour linkages. 
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24. Address climate-induced poverty, which exacerbates 

child labour, through resilient education systems. 

25. Evaluate and scale successful pilots, like stipend 

programs, nationwide. 

 

Policy and programe recommendations in Bangladesh: 

Based on the above findings, a multisectoral response is 

needed to address child labour, as outlined in the following 

policy and programe recommendations: 

a. Improve the quality of school education: There is 

considerable scope to improve teacher training as well 

as the physical infrastructure to make the schools more 

effective centres of learning. A restructuring of the 

school curriculum is also important to ensure students 

learn the relevant skills that can enhance their future 

employability. Expanding the reach of technical and 

vocational education and training could further help 

young people to develop relevant skills to access 

qualified labour market opportunities. 

 

b. Design targeted interventions: Targeted interventions 

for bringing children who have dropped out back to 

school should be explored. Such interventions, for 

instance, may include programmes for those who are 

working, and for school-age older girls. 

 

c. Strengthen coordination and collaboration across 

different sectors and services, including child protection 

systems. This is particularly important to better address 

the situation of girls, who remain at risk of child 

marriage and whose labour is often invisible. 

Interventions that promote equal education and future 

employment opportunities for boys and girls are key 

todesigning an effective strategy to end child labour. 

 

d. Focus attention on children living in street 

situations: Even though the current study did not look 

into the state of children living in street situations, other 

evidence suggests that they are vulnerable to the worst 

forms of child labour. 

 

e. Focus on geographic pockets with high prevalence of 

child labour, school dropout or children combining 

schooling and work. For example, school dropout rates 

are relatively higher in the eastern region, where 

manufacturing and employment opportunities in other 

commercial activities are known to be high (e.g., 

Brahmanbaria, Comilla and Narayanganj for boys; 

Gazipur, Narayanganj, Sunamganj and Sylhet for girls) 

 

f. Focus on specific risk sectors: The study highlighted 

the garment sector, the shoe sector and the lagoona 

(light transport) sector as high-risk sectors for child 

labour. The leather sector also emerged as precarious 

for child labour in other studies. Attention should be 

given to identifying cases of vulnerable children 

working in these sectors and providing them with 

adequate opportunities for schooling or vocational 

training, and enabling access to safe job opportunities. 

 

g. Strengthen enforcement of child labour legislation: 

Working conditions for child labour are typically poor 

and unregulated and require strengthened laws and 

expansion of their reach and enforcement, especially to 

include the informal sector. Expanding universal social 

protection coverage to all adult workers could further 

help reduce economic insecurity and precarity, which 

are drivers of child labour 

 

Conclusion 

Education stands as a cornerstone in the fight against child 

labour in Bangladesh, offering a pathway out of poverty and 

exploitation. Education emerges as a cornerstone in 

preventing child labour in Bangladesh, countering the 

entrenched cycles of poverty and exploitation that affect 

many children. The evidence synthesized here demonstrates 

that increased access to quality education not only reduces 

labour participation but also enhances health, skills, and 

economic prospects for future generations. Despite progress 

in policies like the National Education Policy, challenges 

such as poverty, structural barriers, and enforcement gaps 

persist, particularly post-COVID. By implementing the 

recommended strategies, ranging from policy enforcement 

to community engagement, Bangladesh can align with 

global commitments, potentially halving child labour rates 

by 2030. Ultimately, prioritizing education not only 

safeguards children's rights but propels national progress 

toward equity and prosperity. In conclusion, schools play a 

pivotal role in preventing child labour in Bangladesh by 

offering education as an alternative to exploitation. By 

prioritizing quality education, enforcing policies, and 

addressing root causes, Bangladesh can eradicate child 

labour, fostering a generation equipped for sustainable 

development. Urgent implementation is needed to meet 

global commitments and secure children's future. 
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