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Abstract 

Lodi Garden, located in New Delhi, India, is one of the most significant heritage landscapes blending history, architecture, and 

ecology in an urban setting. This research paper examines Lodi Garden as a cultural palimpsest that connects medieval Indo-

Islamic architecture with contemporary recreational and educational needs. Established during the reign of the Lodi Dynasty 

(1451–1526 CE) of the Delhi Sultanate, the site houses several tombs and structures, including the Bara Gumbad Mosque, 

Shish Gumbad, and the Tomb of Sikandar Lodi—each representing the transitional phase of Indian architecture from the late 

Sultanate to the early Mughal period. 

The paper explores the garden’s transformation under British colonial administration in 1936 into a landscaped public park and 

its subsequent role as a green lung for the city, contributing to biodiversity conservation, air purification, and microclimate 

regulation. It also discusses the socio-cultural relevance of Lodi Garden as a space for community interaction, heritage 

education, and urban wellness activities such as yoga, heritage walks, and art workshops. 

Challenges such as vandalism, urban encroachment, and increasing visitor footfall are analyzed in the context of sustainable 

heritage management. Conservation strategies by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and public participation initiatives 

by organizations such as INTACH are highlighted as key to maintaining the balance between heritage preservation and public 

accessibility. 

By integrating historical, architectural, ecological, and management perspectives, this paper argues that Lodi Garden is not 

merely a recreational park but a living museum and an essential component of Delhi’s cultural memory. Its preservation is 

crucial not just for safeguarding monuments but also for promoting environmental sustainability and intercultural 

understanding in a rapidly urbanizing metropolis 
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Introduction 

Lodi Garden, one of the most iconic heritage landscapes of 

New Delhi, represents a unique confluence of history, 

architecture, ecology, and public life. Situated between 

Khan Market and Safdarjung’s Tomb, the garden covers 

over 90 acres and is home to some of the finest surviving 

monuments of the late Delhi Sultanate period (Asher, 1992) 
[1]. The site is significant not only as a repository of 

medieval Indo-Islamic tomb architecture but also as a 

symbol of the city’s evolving urban identity. Today, Lodi 

Garden functions as a heritage park, recreational space, and 

ecological reserve, attracting thousands of visitors daily—

residents, tourists, scholars, and fitness enthusiasts alike 

(Narang, 2019) [13]. 

The historical origins of Lodi Garden can be traced back to 

the 15th and 16th centuries when the Lodi Dynasty, the last 

rulers of the Delhi Sultanate, constructed monumental 

tombs and mosques in the area. The most notable structures 

include the Tomb of Sikandar Lodi, Bara Gumbad (Big 

Dome) with its adjacent mosque, Shish Gumbad (Glass 

Dome), and Mohammed Shah’s Tomb (Brown, 2017) [3]. 

These structures exhibit a transitional phase of architecture, 

combining Afghan-style simplicity with Persian-influenced 

decorative elements, laying the groundwork for Mughal 

architectural developments that followed (Welch, 2004) [18]. 

The garden, however, did not always exist in its present 

landscaped form. During the British colonial era, Lady 

Willingdon, the wife of the then Viceroy of India, 

commissioned the landscaping of the area in 1936 to create 

a public park surrounding these monuments (Sharma, 2016) 
[17]. This intervention was part of the broader British agenda 

of urban planning in New Delhi, which aimed to integrate 

historical monuments into city life while providing green 

spaces for public recreation (King, 1976) [8]. Since then, the 

park has been known as “Lodi Garden” and remains one of 

the most visited heritage sites in Delhi. 

In contemporary times, Lodi Garden serves multiple 

functions: it is a place of leisure, fitness, heritage education, 

and biodiversity conservation. Its lush lawns, tree-lined 

pathways, and water bodies contribute to Delhi’s urban 

ecology by reducing air pollution, supporting avian 

diversity, and providing a microclimatic buffer in a city 

struggling with heat islands and smog (Mitra, 2015) [10]. 

Cultural and educational institutions frequently organize 

heritage walks and guided tours in the garden, making it a 

site of experiential learning for students of history, 

architecture, and environmental studies (INTACH, 2020) [7]. 

Despite its historical and ecological importance, Lodi 

Garden faces challenges such as over-visitation, vandalism, 

and the impact of urban development on its monuments and 

green cover. This research paper seeks to explore Lodi 

Garden in a holistic manner—its historical background, 

architectural significance, socio-cultural role, ecological 

value, and the challenges of its preservation. In doing so, it 

highlights the need for integrated heritage management that 

ensures the protection of this urban oasis while maintaining 

its accessibility for future generations. 

 

History 

Lodi Garden’s origins are deeply rooted in the twilight years 

of the Delhi Sultanate, specifically during the rule of the 

Lodi Dynasty (1451–1526 CE), which was the final Afghan 
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dynasty before the establishment of the Mughal Empire. The 

Lodis, though of Pashtun (Afghan) origin, ruled from Delhi 

and contributed significantly to the architectural and 

political landscape of North India. Their reign is often 

regarded as a period of consolidation and transition, as it 

bridged the gap between the Sultanate and the Mughal 

periods (Habib, 1992) [6]. 

 

Early Establishment of the Necropolis 

The area now known as Lodi Garden served as a necropolis 

(royal burial ground) for the rulers and nobles of the Lodi 

and Sayyid dynasties. The earliest monument in the garden 

is the Tomb of Muhammad Shah Sayyid (r. 1434–1445 CE), 

the last ruler of the Sayyid Dynasty. This octagonal tomb is 

notable for its domed chhatris (pavilions) and pointed 

arches, which became a hallmark of Indo-Islamic funerary 

architecture (Brown, 2017) [3]. 

With the rise of the Lodi Dynasty, the necropolis expanded. 

The most significant addition was the Tomb of Sikandar 

Lodi (r. 1489–1517 CE), which is considered one of the 

finest examples of pre-Mughal tomb architecture. Built 

around 1517, the tomb stands on a raised platform within a 

walled enclosure resembling the later Mughal concept of a 

charbagh (four-part garden). It is adorned with intricate 

stucco ornamentation, Arabic calligraphy, and lotus motifs, 

symbolizing the blend of Islamic and indigenous artistic 

traditions (Asher, 1992) [1]. 

 

Bara Gumbad and Mosque Complex 

Another key structure is the Bara Gumbad (literally “Big 

Dome”), an imposing domed building dated to 1490 CE. 

Although the Bara Gumbad is not a tomb, its purpose 

remains debated among historians. Some scholars argue it 

was a gateway to a mosque, while others suggest it might 

have served as a hall for ceremonial gatherings (Welch, 

2004) [18]. Adjacent to it lies the Bara Gumbad Mosque, a 

fine example of Lodi-period mosque architecture with its 

three domes, intricate stucco decorations, and inscriptions in 

Naskh script (Sharma, 2016) [17]. 

 

Shish Gumbad 

Located near the Bara Gumbad complex is the Shish 

Gumbad (literally “Glass Dome”), named after the glazed 

blue tiles that once adorned its façade. Though partially 

weathered, remnants of the glazed tiles still hint at its former 

grandeur. Scholars suggest that Shish Gumbad might have 

been built as a tomb for an unknown noble family of the 

Lodi court (Narang, 2019) [13]. 

 
British Era Transformations 

During the early 20th century, the area fell into neglect until 

the British administration undertook a landscaping project to 

create a public garden around the tombs. This was part of a 

broader colonial strategy of integrating historical 

monuments into the urban fabric of New Delhi, which was 

being constructed as the new capital. Lady Willingdon, wife 

of the then Viceroy of India, supervised the project, leading 

to the renaming of the site as “Lady Willingdon Park” in 

1936 (King, 1976) [8]. After India’s independence, the park 

was renamed “Lodi Garden” to reflect its historical origins 

(Sharma, 2016) [17]. 

Symbol of Continuity 

Thus, the historical background of Lodi Garden represents a 

narrative of continuity—spanning the late medieval period, 

the colonial era, and post-independence India. It reflects 

layers of history where Afghan rulers, British colonial 

planners, and modern heritage conservationists have all left 

their mark. The garden is not just a resting place for Delhi’s 

rulers but a living archive that embodies the transition of 

Delhi from a medieval capital to a modern metropolis 

(Moynihan, 1979) [12]. 

 

Architectural Features 

Lodi Garden is a living museum of Indo-Islamic 

architecture, presenting a remarkable collection of tombs, 

mosques, and gateways built between the 15th and 16th 

centuries. The monuments within the garden illustrate the 

architectural evolution from the late Delhi Sultanate under 

the Sayyid and Lodi dynasties to the stylistic features that 

would later culminate in early Mughal architecture (Asher, 

1992) [1]. The use of stone masonry, symmetrical layouts, 

ornamental plasterwork, and inscriptions in Arabic and 

Persian exemplify a period of experimentation that blended 

Persian, Afghan, and indigenous Indian styles. 

 

Tomb of Muhammad Shah Sayyid 

The earliest structure in the garden is the Tomb of 

Muhammad Shah Sayyid (r. 1434–1445 CE), which stands 

as a quintessential octagonal tomb. The plan includes eight 

chhatris (domed pavilions) on the roof, arched verandahs on 

each side, and slender turrets at the corners. The dome is 

crowned with a lotus finial, symbolizing an Indo-Islamic 

fusion of decorative motifs (Brown, 2017) [3]. The tomb’s 

elevated plinth and arcade-like openings create an 

impression of lightness, contrasting with the massive stone 

walls typical of earlier Tughlaq tombs. 

 

Tomb of Sikandar Lodi 

The Tomb of Sikandar Lodi, constructed around 1517 CE, is 

arguably the architectural centerpiece of the garden. Its 

design reflects the evolution of the Indo-Islamic funerary 

tradition by introducing a walled enclosure that would later 

inspire Mughal garden tombs such as Humayun’s Tomb 

(Asher, 1992) [1]. The tomb stands on a raised square 

platform and is enclosed within a high wall punctuated by 

arched gateways on the north and south sides. The central 

dome is hemispherical and sits atop a drum with decorative 

plasterwork. The facade is adorned with lotus-bud fringes, 

Quranic inscriptions, and colored tile work—elements that 

showcase the aesthetic sophistication of the Lodi period 

(Welch, 2004) [18]. 
 

Bara Gumbad and Mosque Complex 

The Bara Gumbad (Big Dome) is one of the most visually 

striking monuments in the garden. Built in 1490 CE, the 

square chamber is topped with a massive dome that rises 

from a high drum, creating a commanding presence 

(Sharma, 2016) [17]. Its interior is decorated with 

plasterwork, incised patterns, and traces of wall paintings. 

Though Bara Gumbad is not a tomb, it forms part of a larger 

complex that includes the Bara Gumbad Mosque and a guest 

house (mehman khana). 

The Bara Gumbad Mosque is a three-bay structure with five 

arched openings and three domes, each supported on 

tapering pillars. Its interior boasts stucco ornamentation, 
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geometric patterns, and Quranic inscriptions in elegant 

Naskh script. The use of intersecting ribbed vaults in the 

mosque’s ceiling demonstrates an important architectural 

innovation, reflecting an advanced understanding of 

geometry and aesthetics during the Lodi period (Brown, 

2017) [3]. 

 

Shish Gumbad 

The Shish Gumbad (Glass Dome) derives its name from the 

glazed blue tiles that once covered its facade, some of which 

still survive. This square tomb is slightly larger than Bara 

Gumbad and is believed to house multiple burials of Lodi 

nobles. The interior features arched niches and traces of 

painted ornamentation, suggesting its importance as a high-

status burial (Narang, 2019) [13]. The interplay of stone 

masonry with glazed tiles represents an effort to create 

visual richness, a precursor to the fully developed decorative 

tilework of the Mughal period (Moynihan, 1979) [12]. 

 

Use of Material and Ornamentation 

The monuments of Lodi Garden are primarily built of grey 

quartzite stone, with lime plaster used for smooth finishes 

and stucco ornamentation. The decorative program often 

includes Quranic calligraphy, floral arabesques, and 

geometric interlace patterns, which symbolize infinity and 

divine unity in Islamic art (Blair & Bloom, 2003) [2]. 

Remnants of colored tile work, particularly on Shish 

Gumbad, indicate the use of Persian glazing techniques, 

adding a polychrome dimension to the otherwise austere 

stonework. 

 

Spatial Arrangement and Garden Design 

Though Lodi Garden’s present landscaping was designed by 

the British in 1936, the original tomb enclosures were 

conceived in line with the Persian charbagh layout, 

emphasizing symmetry and axiality. The walled garden of 

Sikandar Lodi’s tomb is the most explicit example, with its 

pathways and water channels (now lost) indicating a 

symbolic paradise garden—a recurring theme in Islamic 

funerary architecture (Moynihan, 1979) [12]. This spatial 

arrangement not only marked a sacred space but also 

influenced later Mughal garden tombs, most famously 

Humayun’s Tomb and, by extension, the Taj Mahal (Asher, 

1992) [1]. 

 

Socio-Cultural Significance 

Lodi Garden is far more than a collection of medieval 

monuments; it is a dynamic socio-cultural space that has 

continuously adapted to the needs of Delhi’s population. Its 

significance lies not only in its ability to preserve historical 

memory but also in how it facilitates community 

engagement, leisure, and education in a rapidly urbanizing 

environment. The garden embodies Delhi’s identity as a city 

where past and present coexist harmoniously, making it a 

living heritage site. 

 

Heritage and Historical Memory 

The monuments within Lodi Garden connect modern 

visitors to Delhi’s Sultanate past. Heritage walks, often 

organized by the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural 

Heritage (INTACH), use the site as an open-air classroom, 

educating participants about the Lodi Dynasty, its 

architectural style, and its contribution to Indo-Islamic 

culture (INTACH, 2020) [7]. For students of history, 

archaeology, and architecture, the site offers first-hand 

exposure to medieval tomb design, calligraphy, and garden 

planning—elements that shaped subsequent Mughal 

developments (Asher, 1992) [1]. 

The garden is also a reminder of Delhi’s layered history, as 

it bears traces of the Sayyid and Lodi periods, colonial 

landscaping interventions, and post-independence 

preservation efforts (Sharma, 2016) [17]. As such, it 

functions as a space of historical continuity, where multiple 

narratives converge—of Afghan rulers, British 

administrators, and modern conservationists. 

 

Recreational and Health Value 

Lodi Garden is one of Delhi’s most popular recreational 
spaces, offering respite from the city’s noise and pollution. 
Its vast lawns, jogging tracks, and shaded pathways attract 
morning walkers, yoga practitioners, fitness groups, and 
families (Mitra, 2015) [10]. The garden has become a hub for 
wellness activities, symbolizing a blend of heritage 
appreciation and urban health culture. Social scientists argue 
that public parks like Lodi Garden contribute to the mental 
well-being of citizens by providing spaces for reflection, 
physical exercise, and community gathering (Chakraborty & 
Prasad, 2018) [4]. 
 

Cultural Events and Public Life 

The garden frequently hosts cultural programs, photography 
walks, and art workshops that promote Delhi’s artistic and 
literary culture (Narang, 2019) [13]. It has become a preferred 
location for film shoots, pre-wedding photography, and 
heritage festivals, thereby embedding itself into the city’s 
popular culture. Such activities have turned Lodi Garden 
into a site of creative inspiration and public expression, 
transcending its original funerary purpose. 
 

Symbol of Pluralism and Shared Space 

Lodi Garden represents Delhi’s syncretic and pluralistic 
ethos. The presence of Islamic tombs in a public space used 
by people of all faiths and communities symbolizes the 
integration of historical Islamic architecture into the 
collective civic life of a modern secular nation (Brown, 
2017) [3]. It is a space where historical reverence coexists 
with everyday leisure, encouraging intercultural dialogue 
and mutual respect. 
 

Educational and Tourism Potential 

The garden is an important stop for both domestic and 
international tourists interested in Delhi’s medieval past. 
Travel literature frequently highlights Lodi Garden as one of 
the best-preserved heritage parks in India (Lonely Planet, 
2021) [19]. Educational institutions organize guided tours, 
enabling students to study Indo-Islamic architecture in situ. 
This has elevated the park’s status from being merely a 
recreational area to a recognized site of heritage pedagogy 
(INTACH, 2020) [7]. 
 

Urban Identity and Community Attachment 

Urban theorists argue that Lodi Garden contributes to 
Delhi’s identity as a “garden city” envisioned by colonial 
planners (King, 1976) [8]. For many residents, the garden is a 
space of nostalgia and memory, associated with childhood 
visits, family outings, and social gatherings. This emotional 
attachment strengthens public advocacy for its protection 

and ensures that it remains a cherished landmark of Delhi’s 

cultural life (Sharma, 2016) [17]. 
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Ecological Importance 

Lodi Garden is not only a repository of Indo-Islamic 

heritage but also one of the most ecologically significant 

green spaces in New Delhi. Spread over approximately 90 

acres, the garden functions as a critical urban ecosystem, 

mitigating several environmental challenges associated with 

rapid urbanization. Its ecological value can be understood 

across multiple dimensions—air quality improvement, 

biodiversity conservation, microclimate regulation, and 

environmental education. 

 

Air Quality and Carbon Sequestration 

In a metropolis like Delhi, where air pollution routinely 

exceeds safe limits, Lodi Garden serves as a natural air 

purifier. The dense tree cover, including species such as 

neem (Azadirachta indica), jamun (Syzygium cumini), 

amaltas (Cassia fistula), and ficus varieties, absorbs carbon 

dioxide, filters particulate matter, and releases oxygen, 

thereby improving local air quality (Sharma & Singh, 2020) 
[16]. Studies on urban forestry indicate that large parks like 

Lodi Garden contribute significantly to carbon 

sequestration, which helps mitigate the urban heat island 

effect (Gupta et al., 2019) [5]. 

 

Biodiversity and Habitat Provision 

Lodi Garden is home to over 100 species of trees, shrubs, 

and flowering plants, as well as numerous bird species, 

insects, and small mammals. This biodiversity makes it a 

vital refuge for wildlife within an otherwise highly 

urbanized region. Ornithological surveys have recorded 

resident and migratory birds such as the Indian grey 

hornbill, rose-ringed parakeet, and Asian koel, highlighting 

its importance as an avian habitat (Mishra & Kaushik, 2021) 
[11]. Such diversity supports ecological stability and provides 

opportunities for research, photography, and environmental 

awareness programs. 

 

Microclimate Regulation 

Large green spaces like Lodi Garden play a crucial role in 

regulating the microclimate of Delhi by reducing ambient 

temperatures, especially during peak summer months. The 

evapotranspiration from the dense vegetation lowers local 

temperatures and improves humidity levels, creating a more 

comfortable environment for visitors and nearby residential 

areas (Nagendra & Gopal, 2010) [14]. This cooling effect is 

especially critical in Delhi, where rising temperatures due to 

climate change are becoming a major public health concern. 

 

Water Management and Soil Conservation 

The garden also supports water conservation through 

groundwater recharge. Its natural depressions and green 

cover facilitate rainwater percolation, thereby reducing 

runoff and replenishing aquifers (Kumar & Sharma, 2022) 
[9]. Additionally, the root systems of trees help prevent soil 

erosion, especially during the monsoon season, contributing 

to soil health and stability. 

 

Environmental Education and Awareness 

Beyond its ecological services, Lodi Garden functions as a 

space for environmental education. School groups, heritage 

walk organizers, and environmental NGOs often conduct 

programs that teach participants about plant species, 

sustainable practices, and the relationship between heritage 

and ecology. This dual role—as a heritage site and 

ecological classroom—makes the garden an ideal model for 

integrated urban planning (Sinha, 2021) [20]. 

 

Challenges to Ecological Sustainability 

Despite its importance, Lodi Garden faces threats from 

over-visitation, littering, and encroachment of invasive 

species. These pressures can lead to biodiversity loss and 

damage to soil quality if not managed effectively. The New 

Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) and the Archaeological 

Survey of India (ASI) have initiated regular maintenance, 

afforestation drives, and awareness campaigns to preserve 

the ecological integrity of the garden (NDMC Annual 

Report, 2022) [15]. 

In sum, Lodi Garden exemplifies the ecological potential of 

urban green spaces, combining environmental benefits with 

cultural heritage. Its continued protection is crucial for 

ensuring a balanced urban ecosystem in New Delhi. 

 

Challenges and Preservation Efforts 

Lodi Garden, while celebrated for its historical, cultural, and 

ecological significance, faces multiple challenges that 

threaten both its monuments and its green spaces. Rapid 

urbanization, high visitor footfall, environmental 

degradation, and inadequate maintenance practices have 

created pressures that necessitate integrated preservation 

strategies. This section explores these challenges and the 

corresponding preservation efforts undertaken by 

government agencies and heritage organizations. 

 

Challenges 

1. Urbanization and Encroachment 

As New Delhi has expanded, urban encroachment around 

Lodi Garden has increased. Nearby residential and 

commercial development has heightened noise, air 

pollution, and light intrusion, adversely affecting the 

aesthetic and ecological environment of the garden (Sharma, 

2016) [17]. Unauthorized structures and informal commercial 

activities near the periphery of the park have occasionally 

led to partial encroachment, threatening the sanctity of 

heritage monuments. 

 

2. Vandalism and Wear-and-Tear 

Frequent visitor activity, especially in high-traffic zones 

such as the Bara Gumbad and Shish Gumbad complexes, 

contributes to physical wear-and-tear of stone surfaces and 

ornamental plasterwork. Graffiti, littering, and unregulated 

photography can cause irreversible damage to delicate 

architectural features, including stucco work, calligraphy, 

and remnants of glazed tiles (Narang, 2019) [13]. 

 

3. Environmental Degradation 

Urban air pollution, acid rain, and extreme weather events 

pose significant threats to the structural integrity of 

monuments. Pollution accelerates stone weathering, leading 

to discoloration, surface erosion, and micro-cracks in both 

grey quartzite and lime plaster elements. Additionally, 

heavy rains and improper drainage can cause waterlogging, 

undermining foundations and accelerating deterioration 

(Sharma & Singh, 2020) [16]. 

 

4. Biodiversity Pressures 

While Lodi Garden is ecologically rich, high visitor 

numbers and improper landscaping practices can disturb 

wildlife habitats. Invasive plant species sometimes 
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outcompete native flora, reducing biodiversity and altering 

the ecological balance. The challenge lies in maintaining the 

dual function of the garden as both a public park and a 

conservation site (Mishra & Kaushik, 2021) [11]. 

 

Preservation Efforts 

1. Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) Initiatives 

The ASI, responsible for the protection of Lodi-era 

monuments, has implemented structural conservation 

measures such as masonry repairs, chemical cleaning of 

stone surfaces, and restoration of plasterwork. Regular 

monitoring of monument stability and preventive 

conservation strategies aim to mitigate long-term 

deterioration. Specific interventions have included 

consolidation of arches, dome repairs, and conservation of 

decorative elements such as lotus motifs and calligraphy 

panels (Sharma, 2016) [17]. 

 

2. Landscaping and Ecological Management 

The New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) collaborates 

with ASI to maintain the garden’s ecological balance. 

Activities include afforestation drives, planting of native 

species, maintenance of lawns and pathways, and 

management of water channels for proper drainage. Such 

measures preserve the ecological function of the garden 

while enhancing visitor experience (Kumar & Sharma, 

2022) [9]. 

 

3. Public Awareness and Community Engagement 

Non-governmental organizations such as the Indian 

National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) 

conduct heritage walks, workshops, and awareness 

campaigns to educate visitors about the significance of Lodi 

Garden. These initiatives foster public stewardship, 

encouraging responsible behavior, and minimizing 

vandalism and littering (INTACH, 2020) [7]. 

 

4. Policy and Regulatory Measures 

Regulatory frameworks under the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Sites and Remains Act (1958) provide legal 

protection to monuments within Lodi Garden. Strict controls 

on construction and development within the vicinity help 

prevent encroachment and maintain the historic landscape 

(Sharma, 2016) [17]. Additionally, collaborative urban 

planning policies aim to integrate heritage conservation with 

sustainable urban growth. 

 

5. Sustainable Tourism Practices 

Guidelines for sustainable tourism have been developed to 

manage visitor flow, including signage, designated walking 

paths, and restrictions on high-impact activities. These 

measures reduce physical stress on monuments and help 

maintain both the cultural and ecological integrity of the site 

(Narang, 2019) [13]. 

 

Conclusion on Preservation 

The preservation of Lodi Garden requires a multi-

dimensional approach that balances heritage conservation, 

ecological sustainability, and public accessibility. 

Government agencies, NGOs, and the community must 

collaborate to ensure that the monuments, gardens, and 

cultural values continue to thrive amidst the pressures of 

urbanization. Sustained conservation, education, and policy 

interventions are essential for maintaining Lodi Garden as a 

living heritage site 

 

Conclusion 

Lodi Garden stands as a remarkable example of Delhi’s 

layered heritage, where history, architecture, culture, and 

ecology intersect. Established during the Lodi Dynasty of 

the late Delhi Sultanate, the garden preserves some of the 

finest examples of pre-Mughal Indo-Islamic architecture, 

including the tombs of Sikandar Lodi and Muhammad Shah, 

the Bara Gumbad Mosque, and Shish Gumbad. These 

monuments reflect a transitional architectural style that 

blends Afghan, Persian, and indigenous Indian design 

elements, foreshadowing the developments of the Mughal 

period (Asher, 1992; Welch, 2004) [1, 18]. 

Beyond its architectural significance, Lodi Garden functions 

as a vibrant socio-cultural space. It is a hub for recreation, 

wellness, and community engagement, hosting activities 

such as yoga, jogging, heritage walks, and cultural events. 

Its inclusive nature—welcoming people of all ages, 

backgrounds, and faiths—underscores Delhi’s pluralistic 

identity and demonstrates how historical sites can integrate 

meaningfully into contemporary urban life (Brown, 2017; 

Narang, 2019) [13]. 

Ecologically, Lodi Garden is a crucial urban green space 

that contributes to air quality improvement, biodiversity 

conservation, and microclimate regulation. Its diverse tree 

cover, flowering plants, and avifauna provide a habitat for 

wildlife while also supporting ecosystem services such as 

carbon sequestration and soil stabilization. In a rapidly 

urbanizing city like Delhi, such ecological functions are 

essential for sustainable urban development (Mitra, 2015; 

Sharma & Singh, 2020) [10, 16]. 

Despite its significance, Lodi Garden faces multiple 

challenges, including urban encroachment, pollution, 

vandalism, and ecological pressures. The preservation of its 

monuments and greenery requires coordinated efforts by the 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), the New Delhi 

Municipal Council (NDMC), and heritage organizations 

such as INTACH. Measures such as structural conservation, 

landscaping, ecological management, public education, and 

sustainable tourism practices have been critical in mitigating 

these threats (Sharma, 2016; INTACH, 2020) [7, 17]. 

In conclusion, Lodi Garden is more than a historical site; it 

is a living heritage landscape that embodies the convergence 

of history, culture, and nature. Its continued protection 

ensures the preservation of Delhi’s medieval architectural 

legacy, the promotion of urban ecological health, and the 

provision of a socio-cultural space that nurtures community 

engagement and learning. The garden exemplifies the 

potential of heritage sites to function as dynamic urban 

resources, where historical reverence, environmental 

stewardship, and public enjoyment coexist. Therefore, 

sustained conservation, policy support, and community 

participation are essential to maintain Lodi Garden as a 

model of integrated heritage management and urban 

sustainability for future generations. 
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