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Abstract 

The revocation of Article 370 in August 2019 marked a monumental shift in the constitutional landscape of Jammu and 

Kashmir (J&K), impacting various sectors, including agriculture. Historically, Article 370 granted J&K special autonomous 

status, including control over land and property laws, which profoundly influenced agricultural practices and land ownership 

patterns. However, its abrogation dismantled this autonomy, extending central laws and policies to the region and altering the 

regulatory framework governing agriculture. The implications of Article 370's revocation on J&K's agriculture are 

multifaceted. On one hand, the extension of central laws aims to streamline regulations and integrate J&K's agriculture with 

national markets, potentially enhancing access to modern farming techniques, technology, and investment. Additionally, the 

government's post-revocation initiatives, such as the introduction of new land laws and agricultural reforms, seek to stimulate 

economic growth, increase productivity, and empower local farmers. However, these changes also raise significant concerns. 

The loss of special status under Article 370 has sparked debates and uncertainties regarding land ownership, agricultural 

practices, and market access. Indigenous communities fear the dilution of their land rights and potential exploitation of local 

resources by outside investors. Moreover, environmental degradation resulting from unchecked development and land use 

changes poses a significant threat to the fragile ecosystem of J&K. Geopolitical tensions and security challenges further 

complicate the agricultural landscape in J&K. The region's volatile security situation has hindered the implementation of 

development projects and investment in the agriculture sector. Additionally, the lack of clarity and consistency in policies 

post-revocation has created a climate of uncertainty for farmers and investors alike. In conclusion, while the revocation of 

Article 370 presents opportunities for modernization and economic growth in J&K's agriculture sector, it also poses significant 

challenges related to land rights, environmental sustainability, and security. Addressing these challenges requires a balanced 

approach that prioritizes the interests of local communities, ensures sustainable development, and promotes stability in the 

region. 
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Introduction 

The revocation of Article 370 in August 2019 marked a 

historic moment in the annals of Indian constitutional 

history, particularly for the region of Jammu and Kashmir. 

This constitutional amendment, aimed at integrating Jammu 

and Kashmir more closely with the rest of India, unleashed a 

series of transformative reforms across various sectors, 

including agriculture. The subsequent years have witnessed 

a flurry of activity and policy changes, aimed at revitalizing 

the agricultural landscape of the region and unlocking its 

untapped potential. Post-revocation, the Indian government 

embarked on a mission to extend national laws, policies, and 

developmental schemes to Jammu and Kashmir, aiming to 

address longstanding grievances, foster economic 

development, and empower local communities. In the 

agricultural sector, this transition has been characterized by 

a comprehensive overhaul of outdated regulations, the 

infusion of modern technology and practices, and the 

creation of robust support mechanisms aimed at enhancing 

productivity, increasing income, and promoting sustainable 

development. 

Key developments in recent years include the abolition of 

restrictive land ownership laws, opening up opportunities 

for non-residents to invest in agricultural land and infuse 

capital into the sector. This move has been accompanied by 

efforts to strengthen land rights for farmers, promote land 

consolidation, and streamline land administration processes 

to unlock the full potential of agricultural land in the region. 

Infrastructure development has also been a key focus area, 

with investments pouring into the construction of irrigation 

projects, cold storage facilities, rural roads, and market 

infrastructure. These efforts aim to improve access to 

markets, reduce post-harvest losses, and create an enabling 

environment for agricultural growth and diversification. 

Market integration has been another significant outcome of 

the post-370 era, with the dismantling of barriers to 

interstate trade and the establishment of market linkages 

enabling farmers to access diverse markets and negotiate 

competitive prices for their produce. This has not only 

enhanced income opportunities for farmers but has also 

stimulated economic activity and employment generation in 

rural areas. 

Against this backdrop of sweeping reforms and 

transformative initiatives, the agricultural sector in Jammu 

and Kashmir is undergoing a profound transformation. The 

revival of agriculture is not just about increasing 

productivity or income; it is about empowering farmers, 

revitalizing rural economies, and fostering sustainable 

development. As the region charts a new course towards 

prosperity and progress, the revitalization of agriculture 

remains at the forefront of its agenda, symbolizing hope, 

resilience, and the promise of a brighter future for 

generations to come. 
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Objectives 

▪ To examine the impact of Article 370's revocation on 

Jammu and Kashmir's agriculture sector. 

▪ To identify the opportunities and challenges arising 

from the post-revocation agricultural landscape. 

▪ To assess the role of government policies in shaping the 

post-370 agricultural scenario. 

▪ To provide actionable recommendations for enhancing 

agricultural development and resilience in Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

 

Methodology 

This article employs a qualitative research approach, 

utilizing historical analysis, literature review, and policy 

evaluation to examine the MSP mechanism in India. Data 

sources include academic research papers, government 

reports, and expert opinions on agricultural policies and 

farmer welfare. 

 

Discussion  

Some of the key changes that have evolved after the 

Abrogation of Article 370 are 

Land ownership reforms and opportunities  

The revocation of Article 370 has paved the way for land 

ownership reforms in Jammu and Kashmir (Khan, 2020) [8]. 

Previously, land ownership was restricted to permanent 

residents only (Singh, 2018) [18]. The removal of this 

provision has allowed non-residents to invest in agricultural 

land (Gupta et al., 2019) [6]. While this may raise concerns 

about exploitation and the potential threat to small-scale 

farmers (Kumar, 2021) [5], it also offers opportunities for 

increased investment, technological advancements, and 

resource mobilization in the sector (Sharma, 2020) [16]. The 

influx of new actors with capital and expertise could lead to 

better farming practices and greater productivity (Patel, 

2019) [14]. 

 

Government Policies and Support 

Revocation of Article 370 aligns Jammu and Kashmir with 

the Indian Union, enabling the region to enjoy the same 

agricultural policies and support mechanisms as other states 

(Government of India, 2019). This presents an opportunity 

for the government to introduce modern agricultural 

practices, promote research and development, and enhance 

infrastructure and market linkages (Narayan, 2020) [13]. 

Moreover, the integration of Jammu and Kashmir's 

agriculture sector with the national market can facilitate 

improved access to inputs, financial services, and 

technology for farmers, thereby bolstering productivity and 

income levels (Srivastava & Sharma, 2021) [20]. With the 

extension of various central government schemes to Jammu 

and Kashmir, farmers gained access to crucial support 

mechanisms such as Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

(PM-KISAN), Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 

(PMFBY), and National Horticulture Mission (NHM) 

(Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, 2020). These 

schemes provided financial assistance, insurance coverage, 

and technical know-how to farmers, thereby enhancing their 

resilience and productivity. 

 

Socio-Economic Dynamics and Livelihoods 

The change in political status has the potential to reshape 

the socio-economic dynamics of farming communities in 

Jammu and Kashmir (Mir, 2021) [12]. The removal of 

restrictions on land ownership might result in a shift from 

subsistence farming to commercial agriculture (Ahmad, 

2019) [1]. This transition could lead to increased 

employment opportunities, improved rural livelihoods, and 

a reduction in poverty rates (Bhat, 2020) [2]. However, it is 

crucial to ensure that marginalized sections of society, 

including landless laborers and small-scale farmers, are not 

left behind in the process (Shah, 2018) [15]. Effective social 

protection measures, access to loans, and skill development 

initiatives must be implemented to ensure inclusive growth 

and equitable benefits from agricultural transformations 

(Government of Jammu and Kashmir, 2020). 

 

Agricultural Production and Trade 

The revocation of Article 370 can potentially boost 

agricultural production in Jammu and Kashmir (Malik, 

2019) [10]. The region is known for its diverse agro-climatic 

zones and has untapped potential in horticulture and 

floriculture sectors (Kaul, 2020) [7]. With better access to 

markets and newer technologies, farmers can capitalize on 

these opportunities, expand their production, and meet the 

rising demands of domestic and international markets 

(Sharma & Gupta, 2021) [17]. This, in turn, can lead to 

increased exports, foreign exchange earnings, and economic 

growth for the region (Singh & Sharma, 2020) [16]. 

 

Opportunities for Agricultural Development 

The abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir has 

indeed opened doors for technological advancements and 

modernization in agriculture (Smith, 2023) [25]. This shift 

presents a promising avenue for increasing productivity and 

efficiency in the sector (Jones & Patel, 2022) [24]. 

Investment prospects in J&K’s agriculture sector have been 

highlighted post the revocation of Article 370 (Brown, 

2021) [21]. The region’s potential in horticulture and 

floriculture has garnered attention (Johnson et al., 2020) [23]. 

Increased investment could catalyse infrastructure 

development and improve farm management practices 

(Choudhary, 2023) [22]. 

 

Integration into National Market Ecosystem 

The integration of Jammu and Kashmir into the national 

market ecosystem has facilitated better price realization for 

farmers (Johnson et al., 2020) [23]. Dismantling barriers to 

interstate trade has been instrumental in enabling farmers to 

explore diverse markets (Smith, 2023) [25]. The integration 

of Jammu and Kashmir into the national market ecosystem 

has yielded numerous benefits for local farmers. By 

dismantling barriers to interstate trade, farmers now enjoy 

better price realization and have the opportunity to explore 

diverse markets. Improved access to technology and 

information, along with infrastructure development, has 

enhanced agricultural productivity and enabled timely 

delivery of produce. Additionally, capacity building 

initiatives and direct market linkages have empowered 

farmers to adopt modern practices and establish resilient 

networks. Government support and incentives further 

bolster this integration, fostering social and economic 

empowerment while promoting environmental 

sustainability. Overall, this integration has not only 

improved farmers' incomes but also diversified their 

livelihoods, making them more resilient to market 

fluctuations and better equipped for future challenges. 
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Challenges 

Concerns regarding large-scale land acquisitions by non-

residents post the abrogation of Article 370 have been raised 

(Brown, 2021) [21]. The need for appropriate safeguards to 

protect local farmers’ interests is emphasized (Choudhary, 

2023) [22]. The region has a distinct landholding pattern, and 

there is a concern among local farmers that large-scale land 

acquisitions by non-residents could lead to the consolidation 

of land and displacement of local farmers. There is a need 

for appropriate safeguards to protect the interests of local 

farmers. The political turmoil that followed the abrogation 

has also impacted the agricultural sector. Frequent 

disruptions in daily life and commerce have affected the 

smooth functioning of farms and marketing of agricultural 

produce. Overall, the abrogation of Article 370 has the 

potential to bring positive changes to J&K’s agriculture 

sector, including increased investment, technology transfer, 

and market access. However, the challenges of land 

acquisition and political instability need to be addressed to 

ensure sustainable growth and protect the interests of local 

farmers. 

 

Opportunities 

The integration of J&K into the Indian market has provided 

farmers with access to a larger consumer base, which can 

potentially lead to increased demand for their agricultural 

products (Gulati et al., 2021) [5]. The revocation of Article 

370 has significant implications for Jammu and Kashmir's 

agriculture sector. While it presents challenges in terms of 

potential exploitation and socio-economic disparities, the 

decision also opens up novel opportunities for investment, 

modernization, and market integration. Policymakers must 

ensure that the benefits of these changes are shared 

equitably among all stakeholders, especially the marginal 

sections of society. By adopting inclusive policies that 

enhance productivity, support small-scale farming, and 

protect the interests of vulnerable communities, Jammu and 

Kashmir can leverage its agriculture sector to achieve 

sustainable development and contribute to the nation's 

overall growth. By dismantling outdated regulations, 

facilitating access to support mechanisms, and fostering 

market integration, these reforms have empowered farmers 

and paved the way for a more prosperous and sustainable 

future. As the region continues on its journey of 

transformation, the revitalization of agriculture remains a 

cornerstone of its economic resurgence. 

 

Conclusion 

The decision to revoke Article 370 presents both 

opportunities and challenges for Jammu and Kashmir’s 

agriculture sector (Jones & Patel, 2022) [24]. Policymakers 

must ensure equitable distribution of benefits among 

stakeholders (Johnson et al., 2020) [23]. Inclusive policies 

supporting small-scale farming are crucial for sustainable 

development (Smith, 2023) [25].  
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